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has been attributed to Russian agents, attempting
to set the world upside down,
In the enlightened twentieth century, Spaniard-
had continued to softer under the kind of patent
social injustices which most other European countries
decided hundreds of years ago to tolerate no longer.
Political incitement served only to release the
flow of retaliation. When that retaliation came, it
was not discriminating- The Catholic Church,
associated h many Spaniards" minds with oppression
and abuse, bore the brant of the attack. A number
of churches were burnt, while nuns and priests were in
many districts not safe from personal assault. Institu-
tions and persons who were supposed to be opposed
to the Socialist theory of progress were assumed
to represent the old wickedness. And so in the
larger Spanish towns where high words soon turned
to action, riotings, the burning of buildings and
attacks on individuals became everyday crimes.
It was the tragedy of the Popular Front Government
that they were unable to check them.
Each side in the civil war has been at pains to
lay the entire moral responsibility for Spain's
affliction on the other. The government have
denied all charges of provocation, while the
Nationalists have described the events of the spring
of 1936, in such a way as to represent themselves
not as rebels, but as redeemers saving Spain from
revolution, engineered by a government that w7as
illegally constituted in the first place. The original
p*